CALLING TOGETHER FOR WORSHIP

Introductory Prayer Song (During this prayer song the candles illuminating the Scriptures are lit)

Bishop: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

Grace mercy and peace from God our Father & the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.

Congregation: And also with you.

Opening Sentence: ‘The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an end. They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.’ (Lamentations 3)

Congregation: (Said together) 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known and from whom no secrets are hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name. Through Christ our Lord. 

AMEN

Congregation sing quietly (sitting or kneeling) 
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Bishop: Let us pray (All stand)

Heavenly Father, open our hearts to the silent presence of the Spirit of your Son – Jesus the Christ. Lead us now into that mysterious silence where your love is revealed to all who call upon your Holy Name. Even so, ‘Come Lord Jesus. AMEN

LITURGY OF THE WORD
(All sit)

PSALM 25: ANTIPHON ‘Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, for they are from everlasting.’

READING FROM HOLY SCRIPTURE (The congregation remains seated to listen expectantly to the words of Scripture with a quiet confidence that God has something more of his Living Word to reveal to us through the written words of Scripture, received into our hearts by the Spirit of Jesus – the Word made flesh).

READER: 
‘Speak Lord for your servant is listening.’ 

ALL: 

‘You have the words of eternal life’
READER: 
‘Be attentive to the Word of God as He speaks to us through the words of Holy Scripture, written in the Gospel of St Luke, the fifteenth chapter beginning at the 23rd verse.’

CANTOR: 
‘Your word is a lantern to my feet and a light to my path, etc’:

READER:  


‘Jesus said, “Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard music and dancing. So he called one of the servants and asked him what was going on. ‘Your brother has come,” he replied, “and your father has killed the fatted calf because he has him back safe and sound.” The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father came out and pleaded with him. But he answered his father, “Look! All these years I’ve been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fatted calf for him!” “My son,” the father said, “you are always with me and everything I have is yours. But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.”’ (Luke 25: 23-32) 
Short Silence, after which the cantor sings ‘Thy word is a lantern to my feet’ 

BISHOP: 
For the Word of God among us: for the Word of God within 

us

ALL: 

THANKS BE TO GOD

MEDITATION AND PROMPTINGS, OPENING ON TO SILENT, 

CENTERING PRAYER

(During the ten minutes or so of silent prayer, following the time of guided meditation on the scriptural passage led by Bishop Michael, it sometimes helps to centre on a phrase or a word which may help to let go of passing thoughts or external noise. This kind of prayer was described by Gregory the Great quite simply as ‘resting in God.’)

A PRAYER SONG ends the silence

CONCLUDING PRAYERS

Here follows a time of short bidding prayers, punctuated with the sung refrain: ‘Hear our prayer…’

A CONCLUDING COLLECT THE LORD’S PRAYER AND THE GRACE

(said together)

A SONG OF THANKSGIVING

Bishop: Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord 

All: In the name of Christ.

AMEN

