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A Special Time of Corporate Worship and Prayer 

Celebrating the Launch of the Ministry of ‘SPA’ 

at The Church of the Annunciation, Marble Arch, London.
On entering the church, the congregation is encouraged to observe a time of quiet in preparation for worship; perhaps to light a votive candle and to rest in the presence of God. 

Before the formal time of prayer and worship begins Father Alan Moses, Area Dean, Vicar of All Saints’ Margaret Street and Priest in Charge of the Annunciation will make some opening announcements followed by Bishop Michael who will give a brief explanation about the ministry and mission of SPA and also a few words in preparation for the formal worship.

Calling Together for Prayer and Worship

Introductory Prayer Song: ‘To rest in your presence’ (Congregation remain seated)

Bishop: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

Grace mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.

Congregation   And also with you

Opening Sentence: 

‘Likewise, the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with sighs too deep for words.’ (Romans 8:26)

Congregation (Said together) 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known and from whom no secrets are hidden; Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name. Through Christ our Lord.  Amen
Congregation sing quietly (sitting or kneeling)  the Prayer Song: 

‘Spirit of the living God’ 
‘Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on us.

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on us.

Melt us; mould us; fill us; use us,

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on us.

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on ME.

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on ME.

Melt me; mould me; fill me; use me,

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.

Bishop:     Let us pray (All stand)




Heavenly Father




Open our hearts to the silent presence of




The Spirit of your Son – Jesus the Christ.




Lead us now into that




Mysterious silence




Where your love is




Revealed to all who call




Upon your Holy Name.




Even so, ‘Come Lord Jesus.’ AMEN

Liturgy  of  the Word 

(All sit)

PSALM 42:   

Antiphon ‘My soul is athirst for God, even for the living God.’ (repeated by the congregation) 

READING: (The congregation remains seated to listen expectantly to the words of Scripture with a quiet confidence that God has something more of his living Word to reveal to us through the written words of Scripture, reflected upon in the Spirit of Jesus – the Word made flesh).

Reader: “Be attentive to the Word of God as He speaks to us through the words of Holy Scripture, written in the Gospel according to St. John, the fourth chapter, beginning at the seventh verse.”

(Short silence -followed by the Spiritual Song - ‘Your Word is a lantern unto my feet and a light upon my path’)

There came a woman of Samaria to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” For his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food. The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans. Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” The woman said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw with, and the well is deep; where do you get that living water?”……Jesus said to her, “Every one who drinks of this water will thirst again, but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” The woman said to Jesus, “Sir, give me this water, that I may not thirst, nor come here to draw.”         (John 4: 7-11 & 13-15)

(The reading is not concluded with any versicle or response, but simply ends in silence. The Reader remains standing until the silence is broken with another sung verse of ‘Thy Word is a lantern unto my feet’ which the congregation may wish to join in with as they are able).

Meditation

A short time of guided meditation on the scriptural passage, led by Bishop Michael, culminating in a short phrase to be used if desired and repeated silently during the five minutes of silent prayer, following the meditation.

A Prayer Song ends the silence

The Concluding Prayers

(Time of short bidding prayers punctuated with the sung refrain: ‘Hear our prayer..’)

A Concluding Collect

The Lord’s Prayer and the Grace 

(Said together)

A Song of thanksgiving

Bishop: Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord
All:  In the name of Christ.  

AMEN




The ministry of SPA, from the beginning of 2009,  is committed to keeping the church building open throughout the working week in this way enabling the many thousands of people working or shopping in the area to find an oasis and space for quiet, reflection and prayer. Furthermore, each Friday, between 1.00 and 1.30pm there is a time of prayer, praise, biblical reflection and silent corporate prayer. This is open to people of all traditions who are seeking a deeper spirituality. SPA is also anxious to be available to clergy who might wish to explore or to teach this alternative tradition of experiencing God and who might wish to commend the Friday lunchtime SPA events to members of their congregation who work or shop in the area of the Annunciation during the week.





Bishop Michael Marshall  
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